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Revolt in 
Lnlin America 



DEATH OF GUEVARA and 
^ fm prison men t of Debray in Bolivia 
and the failure of the Caslroite guerrilla 
movemciits in Columbia, Venezuela, 
Guatemala and Bolivia itself on the one 
hand, and the declarations of stales of 
emergent in Brazil and Uruguay after 
studcni disorders, the coup tn 

Peru, and the present bloody turmail in 
Mexico on the other, arc all events 
which have taken place within the last 
few momentems months in Latin Ame¬ 
rica. These events are altering all pers- 
peotives of revolutionary' theory and 
practice in that continent, and they will 
also have a demystifying effect upon 
much of the left' in this country whose 
oollection of myths on Latin America 
in particular, and revolution in general 
will have lo be shelved, 

SHATTERED MYTHS 

Up till quite recemly it was almost 
universally accepted by socialists in the 
west, motivated more by romance than 
understanding, that the path to libera¬ 
tion from American Imperialism and 


oligarchy in Latin America layinmiai_ jmi. 
■ guerrnia waTTarc as iv was pfacTTsea in 

Cuba from 1956-60, and later theoretic¬ 
ally elaborated in the writings of Castro, 
Guevara and Debray. People who had 
nev'er read these writings became con¬ 
vinced of their correemess not for intel¬ 
lectual reasons, but because they fell for 
the romantic idea of the 'guerriilo*— 
bearded, cigar-smoking and armed to 
the teeth—whom they imagined infested 
Ihe jungles of the continent. The hard¬ 
ships and struggles of the guerrillas 
became ersatz revolutionary' activiiy for 
armchair activists who taught that our 
salvation lay in the promised land of the 
Third World; who taught thal the over¬ 
throw of Imperialism would lead to the 
downfall of capitalism Instead of evolv¬ 
ing a theory' of revolution for tliem- 
Jiclvcs these people have practised in tel- 
Icclual imperial isim on the struggles and 
thoughts of the peoples of Asia. Africa 
and Latin America as surely as the 
Americans has practised economic im¬ 
perialism on them. 

Guevara's death forced a reappraisal; 
rural l-aiin America is sparsely popul¬ 
ated and physically unsuited to guer¬ 
rilla warfare. To compensate for these 
things, of which he was to some extent 
aware, Deb ray advocated in Rt'vofantJH 
itj {he Rertflutiint guerrilla ladies based 
more on a Leninisl-elitist concept than 
on the conventional mass democratic up¬ 
risings on the Chinese and Algerian 
models. Even if successful mihtaiily 
which is doubtful this form of struggle 
could i>n1v lead to a new tyrannv 
J HK bTRl-GGLE IX THE nmXS 

The recent troubles in the cities of 
the coniifient come as u timely reminder 
dial user 50 per cent of the popula¬ 
tion live in the cities--a much higher 
proportion than in Asia and Africa, Also, 
alongside areas of incredible back ward- 
new, Latin American capilalism has a 
growing sector producing advanced pro¬ 
ducts under sophisticated conditions. 


In Peru, the shanty town dwellers in 
Lima organised themselves into tenants' 
committees and fought a long victorious 
battle with the authorities over squatters’ 
rights. The military' coup of October 3 
has been followed by urban rioting. 

However, it is in Mexico, home of 
the worlds first naiionw'ide socialist 
revolution in 1911-17, that the urban 
struggle has reached its highest level. 
Previously a political students were pro¬ 
voked by the police repression into 
resistance and the Army was called in 
to occupy the national autonomous Uni¬ 
versity in Mexico City on September 18. 
with several students killed. Issues such 
as University' reform and Mexico spend¬ 
ing millions on the Olympic Games while 
the population lives in squalor have been 
taken up by the students as the struggle 
progressed. 

At a mass meeting of over 16,000 
people in the centre of the capital on 
September 30, the national student 
strike council pledged itself to struggle 
for social as well as University reforms 


Polce Biutolity 
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workers in spite of pledges of support 
from trades union leaders for the 
Government's actions. Although not yel 
at the level of understanding attained 
by the French students, they are shaking 
off 30 years of ideological strait-jacket- 
ting enforced by one-party state which 
rose on the ruins of the Mexican revolu¬ 
tion. 

The bloody machine-gun massacre by 
the Army of up to 100 people on the 
night of October 2, at a rally called 
to demand evacuation by the military 
of educational institutions, has raised the 
struggle to a new stage. In the battle 
that followed the massacre, armed 
workers fought alongside the students 
and the real issue—reform or revolu¬ 
tion?^—must now be clearly posed, 

• 4 « 

Student protest in Latin America is 
as likely to spark ofl a massive working- 
class response as was the case in France. 
The workers are atrociously paid and 
housed, belonging to state-con trolled 
unions (as in Mexico and Argentina) or 
communist-dominated ones (as in Peru 
and Bolivia), both uf which are equally 
bureaucratic and unable or unwilling to 
wage struggle. When roused the workers 
in the continent are capable of excep- 
tionally high militancy, as the struggles 
of the Bolivian miners and Venezuelan 
transport workers last year clearly 
showed. The dfy i/t Latin Atnerica witi 
mn prtivr the jtrmeymd m Oehmy mid, 
hm the vrtiiUe of tite Lattn Amerktm 
revftiuiUm. 

Tconomir recession will also prtive an 
impetus to revolt Tlie olfecis of the 
Vieiiiarri war on the American economy 
are already being fell in I atin America, 
since these countries' economies nuctuate 
directly with that of Ihe 1 IS. Gut hacks 
in military and social aid to elie dictators 
will strenghthen the revolt. 

Comtittavd im 7 


ESPECTABLE OPI^^lON has been suddenly shocked out 
of its complacent j^elief that ft couldn’t hapj^n he^e^ 
In the city of Londonderry, well within the boundaries of the 
’United Kingdom' and in territory' owing allegiance to our 
Queen and governed, most English believe, by our represen¬ 
tatives in Westminster,la sudden baton charge backed up by 
water cannon has made police brutality on the pattern of 
Mayor Daly’s Chicago and De Gaulle’s Paris a living reality 
right here. 

Suddenly we discover that housing and employment condi¬ 
tions arc so anoailmt^. Violitical and religious gerrymandering 
m t ' To r t ffpc ' Mficy " '' - 


march in protest. Suddenly we arc told that votes are allocated 
according to housing occupation, ownership and ‘company law’ 
—and the. allocation of municipal housing is so rigged that 
thousands of ‘undesirables’ (i.e. of the wrong religion or 
politics) are kept without both houses and votes. While some 
favoured, well-housed individuals can dock up as many as 
10 votes! 

The voting aspect is of little concern to us as anarchists. 
What is more important is the ruthless manipulation of muni¬ 
cipal assets to keep in power a bunch of greedy bigots who 
operate the whole scene for their own advantage while 
making Northern Ireland the most depressed area in the UK. 

And then, when a peaceful march is organised to draw 
attention lo this stinkrng situation* the police charge with 


if EYEWITNESS IN 
LONDONDERRY-p.2 

batons flailing* hitting out indiscriminately at marchers and 
bystanders, men and women, boys and girls* in an orgy of 
unrestrained violence. One special tactic they are alleged to 
have used was to put their batons between boys’ legs and 
bring them smartly upwards. The march consisted of few 
more than 1000 people* and the Stormont Government thought 
it necessary lo send 200 police against them, clearly with 
orders to terrorise such demonstrations out of existence. 
Fifty were injured, induding Republican Labour MP Gerry 
Fitt who was clubbed twice Eoi good measure and needed 
stitches In his head, although UVsicr’s Minmer tor Home 
vvrrairs wittr^m Craig saying ‘I am very grateful to the 

police’) maintains they w'ere uiider strict orders to hit Ihe 
legs of ihe marchers. 

Net result of this police violence: the people of Deny are 
now really coming out on the streets and fighting back, with 
bonfire barricades and petrol bombs, h was not necessary 
for Ihem to indulge in any provocation techniques to make 
the State in Northern Ireland show its true colours. What is 
necessary now is for them to forget their religious differences 
and combine to destroy O’NtelLs corrupt and stinking little 
cesspit and take over the means of production themselves. 
The economy may be in a bad way, but at ieasi they could 
ensure that what was produced was fairly distributed and 
they could go some way to meeting their own need* instead 
of being bemused by ignorance and governed by terror. 


AND MURDHIH MEXICO 


M EANW.HiLE, across the wide Atlantic, in Mexico City, 
the Government is demonstrating thal ’Revolutionary 
Government’ is revolutionary in name only. The Mexican 
revolutionaries of the days of Zapata and Magon did not go 
far enough, anarchists though they were. 

Any revolution that leaves the Stale standing is doomed lo 
failure. Indeed any post-re volution State is always more 
ruthless than any other, for it knows the possibilities of 
revolution. 

in Mexico City, wei^ks of student agitation culminated in 
a massacre when troops surrounded and opened fire on the 
demonslraiion in the great Square of ihc Three Cultures. 

The students had gathered there in a celebratory mood, for 
the hated troops had been withdrawn from University City, 
one of the group of buildings which they had been occupying 
since fitiidcni demonstrations began. Although it was a huge 
crowd, and some answering shots sifler the troops had lired 
betrayed the presence guns among the students* there had 
in fact been no indication that there was any intention lo 
start violence. 

On the contrary, the meeting suiried with the announcement 
that it would begin and end I here in the l^laza Jc 1 as Tivs 
(’ullura.'i, and w'onltl develop into a march in order not 
In provoke llw inMips. Hut evideally the military were deier- 
ruined to make the sludtnis pay, and uimed lo cru.sh ro.sistaacv 
amJ pul an end lii die ilemonstratiMns that were ati eiuhairass- 
meiil In the GoveniiiiJfiL wdien they were about tti entertain 
the world for the Dlyu^ics. 

———iO— IM ■ ■ ■ 


This typical military tactic was a blunder. Instead of 
withdrawing the troops from the remaining university building 
which they were still occupying—the Polytechnic—which 
would have placated the students a little at least and opened 
the way for negotiations, what the ruthless shooting has done 
is to harden the students’ attitude and drive many more 
‘nioderates’ into the revolutionary ranks. 

As we write these lines, news reports place Mexico on the 
brink of civil war, and it is still leiuch-and-go as to whether 
the Olympic Games will go on or not. 

Where the Mexican students’ struggle differs from the riots 
and demonstrations in other countries is precisely in the 
matter of arms. Nowhere else, not even in Chicago, have 
firearms appeared among student demonstrators. In our 
opinion, this is most wise, for it is not until a successful 
revolution is actually possible—until in fact it is being made 
and the State is attempting to crush rt, that armed defence is 
relevant. To resort to an armed conflict when the State has 
the initiative is suicidal unless that very initiative provokes 
Mich ina.ssive neialmiion from the people at all levels that the 
,State is svvepl away. And even then, a prerequisite for success 
i'i Ihc defection of the fighting forces. 

This was not the case in France—although but for ihe dead 
hatul of the Communists the situation could have been pushed 
much further than it was. Whether it is on in Mexico we 
have yet lo see, 

Uvil what we have alieady seen is ihe usual bloody and 
cruel brutality wc expect from a State under challenge, 

Justin, 


S EVEN At T1 VIS IS of the l ihcrtarian 
Youth triJLl t}f Spain have been 
arrested in Valencia. 11icy are: Floreal 
Rodriguez de la Paz. Jo&c Luis Angel 
Munoz Lopez, found in possession of a 
large amount of subversive documents 
and literature (anarchislj. Miguel l.^cueva 
Miguel* Salvador Soriano Martinez, Pedro 
Gallego Sanz* Manuel Caceres Gracia 
and Jose Luis Alonso Perez. 

Search through Munoz l-opez's house 
revealed a targe number of cxpU?si\es, 
three machine-guns and a pistol, accord¬ 
ing to the police. 


7 MILITANTS ARRESTED IN VALENCIA 


Ihc Spiimsh police have u^icd the 
opportunity to try imd frame Octavio 
Alberola. in llrtisseb. as well as the 
accused, Jhey announce a long cunfes 
sion alleged to have been made, which 
includes purlicipatinn m enmex. one of 
which they could not possibly have hud 
anything to do with. Fhcy are stated by 
the police lo have admitted participatitm 


tu the niachinc-guniui^^ of the American 
limbiissy in J^ondon, kidnapping i>f Mgr 
Ussiu, etc,, under the reel ion of Alhe- 
rola, although none off them could pos¬ 
sibly have had anylhuitlo do with such 
mutters 

Ihe reuson is that they wish lo have 
Alhcrolrt rc-anested ■‘•kl possibly face 
capital charges in a of European 


ciiuutrtcs, and to convince French 
authorities that they .shmild act against 
the Eiuthoriiics of the FIJt and break up 
Ihe anti-fnscist activities carried on from 
French soil. Also, the unnoimcciucnt of 
these ’confessions’ prepares the way for 
Ihe summary death sentence which wilt 
he carried out 24 hours from the moment 
it in pronounced. 


FRANLO’S REGIME QNi y YIELDS 
TO FORCE, IT US URGENT THAT 
PUBLIC OPINION MAKES ITSELF 
KNOWN AND THAT FRANCO BE 
FORCED TO YIELD, THE SEVEN 
ANTI FASCISTS MUST BE SAVED, 
FRANCO’S PLOT MUST BE EX¬ 
POSED. 

Militants will only escape with their 
lives if there is an effective movement 
of protest organised by us to come to 
their aid. 

Commission of ttie FUL 

TO THE 

A.\ARCHisr Black Cross. 












books? 

we can supply 
any took in print 

SECONDHAND 

We have a large stock of secondhand 
books. Try us for what you want. This 
weck*s selection. 

Jamegan Jim Tully 4/- 

Charles Damtn: the Naiyralisf as a 
Cultural Force Paul B. Sears 4/- 
Russians at Law Lionel Dakhes 5/- 
Thoitias Henry Huxley 

P. Chalmers Mitchell 3/- 
The Renewal of Culture 

Lars Ringblom 4/- 

1 Choose Freedom 

Victor Kravchenko 4/- 
Cnder Moscow^ Skies (1936) 

Maurice Hindus 3/- 

History of Geology 

Horace B. Woodward 3/- 
Four Portraits: Studies of the 
lath Century Peter Quenncll 3/- 
Foundations of Lemnisni 

Joseph Stalin 3/- 
Bolshevik Russia (1920) 

C. E. Raine and E. Luboff 3/- 
Human Nature, War and Society 

John Cohen 3/- 

The Citizen Faces War 

Robert & Barbara Dontngton 6/- 
Footsfeps of W^arfare: a Study of 
the Origin and Development 
of War f 1936) R. L. Worrall 4 6 

Alternative to War R. G. Bell 3/- 

Capital., The Communist Manifesto 
and Other Wriiings of Karl Marx 

(ed.) Max Eastman 5/- 
Peace Throughout the Ages 

(ed.) Rewi Alley 3/- 
Peace and Opinion Evan Luard 7/6 
The Defence of Democracy (1939) 

John Middleton Murry 5/— 
Documents of Humanity 

(ed.) K. O. Kunh 4h 


Freedom Bookshop 



We’re Here! 


Editorial office open Friday, October 11, 
p,Qi. and Monday., October 14, 2-8 

P,lTt, 

Telephone: BIShopsgate 3015, 

New temporary address : 

84a WHITECHAPEL HIGH STREET, 
c/o Express Printers, 

(cnlrancc Angel Alley), 
WHITECHAPEL, E l. 

(Underground: Aldgate East. Exit: 
Whitechapel Art Gallery. Turn right 
on emerging from station.) 


Temporary' opening times: 
Tuesday-Friday, 2-6 p.m. 
Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 p,m. 



FREEDOM PRESS 


are the publishers 

o the monthly magazine 

ANARCHY 

and the weekly journai 

FREEDOM 

specimen copies will 

be gladly sent on requests 


Subscription Ratos 

FREEDOM only (per year): 

£1 13s. 4d. (S4.50) surface mail 
£2 16i. (18.00) ainnAil 
ANARCHY only (per year): 

£1 7s. (S3.5(>) surface mail 
£2 7i. (S7.00) airmail 
COMBINED SUBSCRIPTION 
FREEDOM A ANARCHY (per year): 
£2 143. 4d. ($7.50) surface mail hodi 
£4 15i. (S12.50) airmail both 

PURLIRATIORS include 

Berkman*s 

ABC of ANARCHISM 2/6 ( + Sd.) 

Roekti's 

HATIONAUSM AND 
rULTURE 21/- (+4/6) 

Richard/ 

MALATESTA: Hia Life and Idaaa. 
aoih bound 21/- (+1/3); 
paper 10/6 ( + 1/-) 

Bakunin*! 

MARXISM, FREEDOM and the 
STATE 7/6 ( hSd.) 

Bernerfs 

NEITHER EAST or WEST 6/- ( + 9d.) 
Woodco€k*s 

THE WRITER A POLITICS 7/6 
and 

Annual Volumes of Selections from 

FREEDOM 1952-1964 

each ytar'a volume 7/6 (+1/-) 

Full lilt on application. 


Eyewitness in 
Londonderry 


L ondonderry is a festering growth 
on the body politic of N. Ireland. 
Twenty thousand Catholics and ten thou¬ 
sand Protestants of voting age, yel the 
Unionist Protestant hierarchy control the 
city council 12-8 as a result of the most 
flagrant gerrymander. A huge slum 
ghetto of Roman Catholics, deprived of 
jobs (almost 20% unemployment), decent 
or even habitable housing (only 18 new 
houses built by the council in the last 
three years), aod those allocated at the 
whim of the Unionist Lord Mayor—‘I 
know best, we have no need for a 
points system'—8,800 disenfranchised 
adults (over 7,000 of them Roman 
Catholic) and the notorious business vote 
giving as many as 20 votes to local 
Unionist capitalists. 

The rising tide of civil rights agitation 
reached Derry last Saturday. The Min¬ 
ister for Home Affairs, William Craig, 
‘Ulster's Lardner-Burke’, had at the last 
minute banned the march. The organizers, 
reluctantly giving in to pressure from 
the people, ignored the ban. Contin¬ 
gents from all over the country flocked 
to Deny to express their solidarity with 
the Derry people’s struggle for the basic 
human rights. (Great Britain is unable 
to sign the European Charter of Human 
Rights because of Northern Ireland’s 
Special Powers Act.) From Belfast came 
Ihe newly-formed anarchist group, the 
Young Socialists, Young Communist 
League?, Northern Ireland Committee 
of 100, Northern Ireland Labour Party. 
Liberals, as well as the traditional 
Nationalists and Republicans. 


found ihcir ^ flanking 

force of police, i^^iy of them specially 
brought up to maiden city from 
Belfast. A Radfi Television Eireann 
cameraman who 4®^ filming police beat¬ 
ing kids in the Sails with leaded trun* 
cheons had his c^cra smashed and was 
kicked to the groJri^- 

Panic ensued fried to escape the 
truncheons. Aroirid me several com¬ 
rades fell with bkeding heads, and sud¬ 
denly the water erupted drench¬ 

ing all within linge. Jets were even 
directed at irappiM bystanders, mothers 
with babies in pr^ms, and the houses on 
each side of the itreet were flooded out 
if they were suspkled of affording sanc¬ 
tuary to any of the fleeing. In 15 minutes 
it was all over. The crowd had been 
dispersed and tic ambulances started 
carting the wounded off to hospital 
(over 50 were adtiitted)- 
As small band| of marchers tried to 
regroup there wis further unprovoked 


violence but by now this tactic was be¬ 
ginning to recoil on the police. On 
several occasions when a few of them 
tried to grab anyone who looked like an 
erstwhile demonstrator the bystanders 
surged forward and rescued them, shout¬ 
ing ‘Animals' and ’Gestapo'. 

An hour later the few who had even¬ 
tually managed to cross the bridge, evade 
the cordons and reach the Diamond, 
were again the victims of senseless 
thuggery. A young anarchist unfurled 
the only surviving banner (a Committee 
of 100 one) only to be savagely lifted 
from the ground by his hair, hurled 
against the ratlings and almost throttled 
by the banner poles. Along with another 
comrade whom they seized, he was 
dragged into the van and systematically 
beaten up. All this amidst the Saturday 
afternoon women shoppers, many of 
whom, incensed, threw pennies and half¬ 
pennies at the police screaming 'Here's 
your wages, you bastards’. 


Along with the anarchists I travelled 
the 70 miles from Belfast in a hired bus. 
We arrived just as the march set out. h 
had assembled at the railway, a bad 
choice since it’s on the opposite side of 
the river to the town centre, the 
Diamond, and there’s only one bridge. 


Revolt in Latin America 


The crowd of about 1,500 had marched 
only 200 yards along what turned out to 
be a deathtrap, when the armoured cars, 
equipped with water cannons, blocked 
the street. In the ensuing scuffle the 
front line was smashed to the ground by 
the batons and arrested. These included 
Gerry Fitt, Republican Labour MP and 
Austin 'the squatting MP' Currie, Hav- 
ing gained their political kudos they 
retired from the fray, weil-pleased with 
Iheir publicity. As the stalemate con¬ 
tinued, the civil rights leaders attempted 
to speak to the crowd, telling them they 
had won a great victory and could now 
go home. Betty Sinclair (CP) was 
heckled as a senile Stalinist, and Eddie 
McAtecr, the tired old Nationalist hack 
was booed for 5 minutes by his own 
Derry people. Only McCann of the 
Derry Housing Action Committee gauged 
the mood of the people and urged no 
retreat. 

As the speakers finished to cries of 
‘Betrayed by the leaders again* and (en¬ 
couragingly) 'Anarchy’ from a large sec¬ 
tion of the crowd, the police suddenly, 
without warning, charged forward smash¬ 
ing at people indiscriminately with Iheir 
batons. Women and kids weren’t spared 
either. As the crowd tried to retreat they 


Continued frcmi page 1 
LESSONS FOR THE FUTURE 

For anarchist^ various things must 
assume importance. Historically there has 
been a strong anarchist influence in 
Latin America, c^ectally marked in the 
years 1900-20, w&n most of the labour 
movements were ianarcho-syndicalist To¬ 
day most of ih^movemcnts are small, 
but that some of their spirit still per¬ 
sists was shown.]!by the report in The 
Times (October ^ 1) that the Mexican 
students had raised the red and black 
flag over their ocDupied University. The 
peculiarities of uneven development in 
the continent givl hope that some form 
of libertarian doctrine will blossom 
forth in the str;j|glcs ahead, 

^ ji /trn^ h/i^ 

Cuba—so long sept as the only alterna¬ 
tive to oiigarchy—can he exposed as the 
State capitalism masquerading as revolu¬ 
tion that if is- Jhc Casiroites will no 
longer play the dominant role in the 


WE GO TO PRESS ON MONDAY. 
LATEST DATE FOR RECEIPT OF 
MSS., LETTERS, MEETING NOTICES 
IS THE MONDAY IN EACH WEEK 
OF PUBliCATlON. 


Anarchist Federation of 

Geittrul eaqtiiries %hoM be sent tu the Loo don Federation, c/e Freedom rres§, flda Wliiteibap#! Ilitb 


Street, £.L 

LEWISHAM. Contact Mike Malet. 6tB Gran* 
viJte Park. Lewisbaiii, London, SE.ll. Pbooc: 
01-852 8829. 

S.W, LONDON LIBERTARIANS. Contacts 14 
Oapham Court. Kiim's Avenue (Acre Lane end), 
S.W.4. 

WEST HAM ANARCHISTS. Conlact Stephen 
Higgs. 8 Westbury Road. Forest Cate, London, 
n.? GRA 9848. Regular activities. 


OFF-CENTRE LONDON 
DISCUSSION MEETINGS 

Kve/y WeUncsdiy at Jack Robinson's and Mary 
Canjpa% 21 Rumbold Road, 5.W.6 (off King's 
Road), 8 p,iTi. 

3rd Friday of cadi momb at Dennis Fen's, 314 
St PauJ't Road. Highbury Corner, NJ (above 
Roundabout Self-Service). 

<rd J riclay of each month al Donald and Irene 
Kooum at t3 Savernake RobJ, N-WJ, at 8 p.in. 

REGIONAL FEDERATIONS 
AND GROUPS 

BEXLEY rEACE ACTION GEOIJF. L^nc[ulriei 
to ISO RydiJ Drive. llexJeyheath. Kent. 
BIRMINGHAM UBEKTARIAN AND ANAR¬ 
CHIST GROUF. CoQlut Cietifl and C'erolirie 
OiarlLon at PJat One, 69 Sandon Road. Eidgbai^ 
ion. Hiffninglram 17. (F^itrance aide of Injuse.) 
Regular diicusvioiu being held on 'iiJe.vdayN. 7.30 
p.ro.. Crown, Corporation Street fupper room). 
BOLTON. Get in touch witli John Hayes. 51 
Rydal Road. Ballon. 

BOUItNEMOlJTH AND EAST llOMSET 
ANARCHISTS* PJeaie contact John McCairj. 
65 Norton Bold. Winlon. Boumeniauth (iFm'tli 
59309J or Tun Deane, Juliet, Weit Moors. Wirn- 
borric. Done I (Ferndown 3588) 

CORNWALL ANARCHISTS. Coniacl AfiJmr 
Jacobs, 76 Laat HIJJ, 5l Austell. Discussjon 
meetings on the second Friday of cadi month 
at Brian and Iliucei McGee's. 42 Pendarveii Street. 
Beacon. Camborne. 7 30 p in. Vlaiting comrades 
very wdcomc- 

CROVDON LIBERTARIANS. Meetings every 
2nd Friday of each month. Laurens and Celia 
Otter. 35 Natal Road. Thornton Jleath (LIV 
7546) 

EDGWARE PEACE ACTION GROUP Contact: 
MeJryn Estrin. 84 Edgwarebnry Lane. Hdiwara, 

HERTS. Contact either Stuart MUefadI at South 
View, Potters Heath Lane. Potter* Ueatk, 
Welwyn, Hwu OR Jalf Ciovts, 46 HugbMuloB 
Road Marahaliwick. St. Albatu. Horla. 

IPSWICH ANARCHISIB. Coniaet Ndl Dmmm, 74 
Cemetary Road, Ifavdclij SuRvtk. 

RILBURN, LONwN. CMact Andraw Dmr* 
IS Kilbum House, Malvern Place, 


H. W.6. Meetings 8 f .m. every Tu^day. 

LEICESTER FftOJECl. Peace/I.ibertarian 
action and debate. Every Wednoday at 8 p.m. 
at 1 The Crescent, Ling Street, Leiccaier. 
NORTH SOHERSET ANARCHIST CROUP, 
Contact Roy 3 Abbey Street. Batb. or 

Geoffrey Barfewt, 71 St. Thomas Street, WeUa. 
NOTTING HILL. Meetings at John Bennett's, 
Flat 4, 88 Clarendon Road. WJI. Every Monday 
evening, 8 p.m. 

ORPINGTON ANARCHIST GROUP. Knockholt, 
Nr. Sevenoaki. Kent. Every six weeks at Green- 
ways. Knockboit. Phene: KnoekboLt 2316. Briu 
and Maurean Riehird^ou. 

REDDITCB ANAFCHiSrS AND I.IBER- 
TARIANS, Conliict:; Dave Lloyd. 37 Feckenham 
Road, Headless Cross, ReddUch. Worcs. 

SELBY ANAKCIIISI CROUP. Conlact D 
Mackay. 3 Weslbourm; Grove. Doncaster Road. 
Selby 

TAUNTON LIBERTARIANS. Jilt and John 
Driver, 59 Besdon Rtjuid. Taunton, Somerset 

ESSEX & EAST HERTS 
FEDERATION} 

Three-irionlhiy mcetiiigii. Groups and individuals 
iiiviled lo aSKOeiate: /o Peicr Newell (see N.E. 
L'vsex Group}. 'Insurreetkm 1968*—July/A uyusi 
now available. , 

Group AddresscN:— 

BASILDON. M, Poielb 7 l.ingernfi, Haiaildon. 
nsiea. 

BISHOPS STORTFoLd. Vie Mount. 'Bastview'. 
Cifllle Hticcl, BiJihijpf Srntiford, Ileris. 
CfIKLMAEORD, (Mu) Lva Archer, Mill Hotise. 
J^orleiuli, Chelmsfordi linger. 

EPPJNG. John Bttikk. N Cenue Avenue. 
Hpping, I'll ex 

HARLOW. luu D jlal, 18 Brookline Field, 
Harlow and Annetti Gunning, 37 t.ongbartkf, 
lijrlow, 

I. OUGlriON. Grniii c/o SludenU' Union, 
Loughion College of | urtlior Education, Borders 
Lane, J.nughtoii. I'sst r 

NORTH E^A.VT ESSI %. Ecter Newell, 91 Brook 
Road. Tiilleriiunt Kn^Kls. l iptree. Regular 

meetings. 

NORTH-WEST FEDERATION 

LIVERPOOL AN^c iIJST PROPAGANDA 
GROUP AND MOVEMENT. GmitTy 

Bree. 16 Faulkner Sa^re, Liverpool, 8. MeaSinss 
weekly. 'Preadom'Pier Head, Saturdayv, 
Sundays, liven in gs ■ 

MANCHESTER Al4|(CHJ§T CROUP. thctM- 
lary: Sue Waniuck, T lintand Street, l allowfleld, 
Manchester, 14. T 

Every Saturday: 'l|ei;doin'' and 'DA* selling 
outside Central Libif*v. 2.3DA.30 p.m 
MERSEYSIDE AnJK ttlSI CROUP, Corres¬ 
pondence tn Jack Editeu, c/o 16 Devoitshire 


revolutionary struggle, and oil* opposi¬ 
tion to Castro—who supports the inva¬ 
sion of Czechoslovakia and has just 
introduced corrective labour camps for 
rebellious youth—must be as total as our 
opposition to Barrientos in Bolivia. 
Those, who like the 'Black Dwarf* call 
for Uhe extension of the Cuban revolu¬ 
tion to the rest of Latin Americtf are 
now as ultra-irrelevant politically as 
their Third I'Vorld teachings are ultra- 
dubious economically. 

’History advances in disguise' is how 
Debray began his book* and this truth 
has now been established w'ith savage 
irony. For while the French Marxist 
philosopher languished in a Bolivian 
jail, there was a revolution in France, 
ivKicdi rnrivofi the eoiceutrc of th^ wprld 
revolution from the jungles ana^mOiirl- 
tains of the Third World to the streets 
of Europe as surely as recent CTi'cnis have 
moved the epicentre in Latin America 
from the country-side to the cities. The 
disguise of history deceived even Deb ray. 
At most guerrilla activity will be used 
to syphon off troops from the urban 
conflicts. 

THE WORLD IS BURNING! 

We are living in a period more revolu¬ 
tionary than any in living memory and 


Road. Liverpool, 8. Meetings 1st and 3rd Thursdays 
of month at Pete Dukes, 70 Huskisson Street. 
Liverpool. 8 (3 rings), at 8 p.m. 

SUSSEX FEDERATION 

Groups and individuals invited to associate: c/o 
Eddie Poolc, 5 Tihbury, Pinden Road. White- 
bank. Brighton. 

BRIGHTON & HOVE ANARCHIST GROUP. 

Contact Nick Heath, Flat 3, 26 Clifton Road, 
Brighton, BNl 3HN. Regular fortnightly meetings. 
Contact Secretary- 

WELSH 

ANARCHIST FEDERATION 

CARDIFF ANARCHIST GROUP. All cOfT« 
nnadence to:—Pcie Rayraond, 18 Marion Street, 
Splott. Carddf. 

MERTHYR TYDFIL ANARCHIST CROUP. 

Correspondency to Huw Rowlands, 16 Cromwell 
Street. Methyr Tydfil. 

SWANSEA ANARCHIST GROUP. Conlact 
laii Bone, 3 Bay View Crescent, Brynmill. Swan¬ 
sea. Weekly meetings, ’Freedom" sales and action 
projecl.s, 

LLANELLI: Contact Dai Walker. 6 Llwuymiendy 
Road, Llanelli, Carm. Tel: Llanelli 2548. 

EAST LONDON 
LIBERTARIAN FEDERATION 

Support wanted for numerous activities in area, 
Secretaryl Anthony Matthews, 35 Mayvilic Road. 
London, F. M. Meetings fortnightly on Sundays 
al Kon Bailey's. 128 Uainault Road, E li (LEV 
8U59) Ten mimiies Irotn Leylonsione Under¬ 
ground. 

I.EYTONSTONE GROUP. Gel tn touch with 
Anthony Matthews or Ron Bailey (address asi 
ahiive) 

S1FPNEV. Itevor Jackaltui, 10 St. Vincent de 
Paul Houhc, Dempitey Street, Clichy Fatate. F.L 
NEWHAM. F Rowe. 100 Herideison Road. E,7. 
tIFORt). Del Lqverlon, 12 Hamiltor^ Avenue. 
Ilford. 

DAGENHAM. Alan FlUot. 98 Uatricld Road. 
Dagenhani. 

WOODFORD. Douglas lUwkes, 123 Herenon 
Hill, F.18 

I.IMEllOUSE, M. Solof, 202 Fast Ferry Road. 
E.14 

STUDENT GROUPS 

SUSSEX UNIVERSITY ANARilllST GROUP. 
Contact 1 runcis Jarman. Red Brick I odge, 4'J 
Upper Rock Gardens. Brighton. 

YORK UNIVERSITY- Comner N)gd Wilson. 
Derwent College. University ol York, Hcslingion, 

EAST ANGLIA UNtVlvRSlTV. Contact Dave 
l omax, 1 .A.S, 11, U.l.A,, Norwich. NOR 8«C. 
tact Boh Convrie, 288 llardgale or lun MUchen. 
J Sinclair Hoad 

libertarian STUDENTS FEDERATION, 
Contact address: Keith Nathan, 138 Pennymead, 
Harlow. 


* ui ram mat nignt d.u 

thing to calm the people's ire Honfiic* 
blazed and several barricadcH wlTl 
erected in the ghetto, Molotov cocktailn 
were hurled at the armoured cars which 
patrolled the streets, as were bricks, 
bottles and stones. Police charged large 
crowds repeatedly in the city centre as 
they chanted “Fuck the coppers' and 
"Burn the bastards' An abortive attempi 
was made to storm the Guildhall and not 
until midnight did the violence die down. 
Our comrades were released at 11 p.m. 
No charges have as yet been preferred. 
They had all been beaten up. 

This morning Mr. Craig has praised 
the police for *their great restraint' and 
blamed it all on the elusive IRA, who 
yet again ‘evaded our nct^hardly loo 
difficult since they weren't there. 

But the senseless, savage brutality has 
backfired. It has the people ami the 
left united as never before. Derry is 
only the start. 

Next time well fight them on our own 
grounds and our terms. And many 
openly proclaimed that next time they 
mightn't be unarmed. This isn’t my way 
but the thin veneer of civilization is 
wearing very thin indeed here. English 
MPs present described Grosvenor Square 
as nothing compared to Derry '68. The 
repressive state has really shown its hand 
this time, and it was noticeable that one 
of the most widely heard words used 
among the young was 'anarchism'. WeYe 
learning fasti 

J.C 


possibly even more than the crisis of 
1917-21, False official ideologies and 
false concepts of socialism arc being 
exploded by events in this 'year of 
revolutions^—France, Germany, Czecho¬ 
slovakia, Mexico. And while it is our 
duty as revolutionaries to understand 
the situation in Latin America, it is even 
more our duty to make the revolution 
here. 

Ian Mitchell. 
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SCOTTISH 

ANARCHIST FEDERATION 

Secretary: Dave Coull (sec Montrose). 

Groups and Proposed Groups:— 

ABERDEEN ANARCHIST ^DERATION, Con¬ 
tact Bob Comrie, 288 Hardgate or Lii Smitb, 3 
Sinclair Road. 

FIFE. Contact Bob and Una Turnbull, 39 Stratb- 
eden Park. Stratheden Hospital, by Cupar. 
GLASGOW ANARCHIST GROUP, Contact 
Joe & Kay Embiclors, 26 Kirkland Road, Glas¬ 
gow. N.W 

HAMILTON DISTRICT FEDERATION OF 
ANARCHISTS, CotiUcl Robert Linton, 7a Station 
Road. New Steve ns ion, Motherwell. 

MONTROSE. Contact Dave CouU, 3 Eskview 
Terrace. Ferry den. 

NDRTHERN IRELAND 

BELFAS1 anarchist GROUP, Contact Robert 
Dunwoody, 10 Newry Street. Belfast, BT6 9BN. 

LIBERTARIAN TEACHERS’ 
ASSDCIATIDN 

Meeting—dUcussions—aciiviiies. Contact Peter 
Ford, 36 Devonshire Road, Mill Hill, London, 
N.W.7. 

ABRDAD 

AUSTRALIA. Federation of Auatfalian Anar- 
chistj, P.O. Box A 389, Sydney South. Public 
meetmgt every Sunday m the Donaam. 2 p.m. 
and Mondays, 72 Oxford Street, PaddtDgtpti, 
Sydnay, 8 p.m. 

USA, Janies W. Cain, secretary, the Anarchist 
Committee of Correspondence, 323 Fourth Street. 
Oogu ei, Minnesota 55720, USA. 
C^foU7-CT>U^OH. Auitralian Anarehi^ c/d 
Melbourne Univenily Union mr Paddy Evans, 
c/o the same 

MELBOURNE, Get in touch with Bob Hopkins 
and Margie Rojo, P.O, Box 192. Carlton South 
3053. Public meetings at Yarra Bank. Melbourne. 
DANISH ANARCHIST FEDERATION. Gotben- 
gade. 27. Viborg, Denmark. 

VANCOUVER, R,C,« CANADA, Anyone intsrca- 
led in fomaing anarchist and/or direct action 
peace groufi contact Derek A. James, 1144 
Grand Boulevard, North Vancouver, B.C, 
Canada. Tel.: 987-2693. 

USA: VERMONT. New Haitipshire Anarchist 
Group. Discussion tiicetings. Actions. Contact 
Ed, Strauss, RFD 2, Woodstock, Vermoni 05091, 
USA. 

SWEDEN, Stockholm Anarchist Faderalion 
Contact Nadir, Box 19104, Stockholm 19. Sweden 
SWEDEN: Llbcrtad, AUniana Vijgeii 6, Gotfaen- 
burg V, 

TORONTO LIIIERIARIAN - AN ARCHIST 
CROL3P. 217 Toryork Drive, Weston. Ontario. 
Canada. Weekly meetings. Read the VLiber- 
larian'. 

PRDPOSED GROUPS 

MANCHESTER UNIVERSITY. Contact Mike 

Don or Bill Jamieson, 14 Victoria Road, Man¬ 
chester 14. 

LANCASTER A MQRECAMBE, Contact I 
Smith, 192 Eusitoii Road, Morecambe. 1 ancs. 
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AFB Conference 


|■'lnr^^l liii AFB Cc»rrfr^|i(>itdent: 

Hr l%« (.X>NFHR1:-NCF- of thi? AFR 
was held in Livcrpyol fin Saturday 
and Sunday. Septemlicr 21 and 22. It 
was pmhably the most represernalivc 
ccnfcrence, g^jograpfiicfllly .^peaking, ever 
held in tilts enunfii’. and after abniu \ 1.4^ 
on the Sunday morning, there were sel¬ 
dom less than 6<) delegates and observers 
cmmincd into the W Derby Co-operative 
Hal! Ciroups represented were as fol¬ 
lows: Belfast, Bifniingham, Bishops 
Stnnford, Bolton, Brighton, Camborse^ 
Cardiff^ Clifirley. Fife, Glasgow. I^amil- 
ton, Harkw, Hornsey, Kings Cross* 
LeFcester. Lewis ha rn, Mandiester, Mer¬ 
seyside, N.E. Essex, North Somerset (Bath 
and Wells). London Federation of .^^ar■ 
chists. Rochdale, Selby, Taunton arid 
W'est Ham. and the Anarchist Black 
Cross. Also Donald and Irene Rooum's 
difiOJssion group. Freedom Pr«^ 5 S, LSE, 
Liverpool University, ^fa^ches^e^ Uni¬ 
versity and Sheffield University. 

After a larc start* business was got 
under way with ihe reading of group 
repom. Voihing particularly new or 
worthy of much comment here* but con¬ 
gratulations to all eomrados for slogging 
away in the various fields mentioned at 
the Conference* including perennials such 
as the Peace Movement, Ternants' Asso¬ 
ciations, and industrial disputes; and 
some JKW ones such as schools and help¬ 
ing unmarried mothers. Digger W'^alsh, 
with characteristic pessimism, announced 
the total failure and pending collapse of 
the secretariat of the London Fedemtion 
of Anarchists, but comrades expressed 
warm appreciation of the work done last 
year by the aforesaid body in handling 
international cnn-espondcnce and. in par¬ 
ticular* in coping with ail the work con¬ 
nected with the Carrara Intemattonal 
Congress No doubt if the LFA docs go 
up in flames, due to spontaneous com- 
bijstion, it will rise again, Phoenix-like, 
from its own ashes. 

Towards the end of the morning 
session, Stuart Christie* reporting for the 
Anarchist Black Cross, delivered the 
alarming news that alihough Alberola 
has been released from prison, he has 
so far been refused political asylum and 
is kept under police surveillance in W. 
Flanders, where his life may be in 


erowhigPDTns 

TJNDER THE HEADING of THE 
^ VOICE OF DOOM FROM ANGEL 
ALLEV‘ the Daity Mffror Inside Page 
(7,10.68) publishes an alleged interv^iew 
with Stuart Christie* Taking hts com¬ 
ments on rcvoIuiioD* and fitting them 
into all this hot-chat about violent 
demanstrations', it makes it appear that 
when he says ‘our first objectives arc 
the destruction of parliament, the polite 
and Ihc army the police must go', 
he is referring to the journanstic fixation 
date of October 27. No wonder rit 
sounded more hilarious than sinister' 
Stuart, described as Britain's Anarchist 
leader (but how can you expect the 
Mirror to understand anarchism when 
it thinks that in this country 'the last 
uprising was the Peasants' Revolt six 
hundred years ago" xew for history 
and political economy, reporter at 22, 
Mr Cutncfl may merely be suffering 'the 
pains of growing up . ' 

Growing pains' That whisked me 
away to the da>H when the Old Codgers 
were suffering 'ihc pains of growing up’ 
when tftai aged pair was 22. Actually, 
with all reverence for the millions of 
Affrror fans whose faith m the f}l6 
Codgers can only he compared with ihai 
in Father ( hrfstmas, rhe Old Codgets 
arc nor all that old. There is only one 
of them, anyway—Mr. Peter Noble, who 
IS tifi>. He did not (surprise, surpriw; to 
milhons of Mirror readers) fight at Mons 
and Passchcndacle. though if you write 
in and ask, you will get mentoirs of 
Handers and WWl he was a con¬ 
scientious objector in the Second World 
War. described in a book of Lord Alfred 
Divuglas as one of hii 'youihfuj prol£- 
at Ihe time. He also frequented Ivoi 
NovclIoT company pretty frequently, and 
spent the war firc-watching afid hauttting 
the film and theatre world watting fin 
a break-in. Growing piiins! He even tried 
to become our film critic, fhe editorial 
board turned him down because one of 
them knew him to be, notwithstanding 
hvi opposition lo joining the army, a 
supporter of the war in that he was a 
member of the Communist Party. 

Mirror writers, you arc not mvulnet- 
abk Jn Ihe gentle art of character assassi¬ 
nation. The present writer has quite a 
number of shots in his locker he is 
prepared to let off on suit able occasions 
such as this. 

Old Lao 


danger. Comrades are requested lo put 
pressure on the Belgian Embassy—fur¬ 
ther information from the Black Cross. 
.Also it was decided that London com¬ 
rades should assemble and march on the 
Spanish Embassy as soon as sentence is 
passed twhy not before?) on the seven 
comrades arrested in Valencia recently. 
.Again* details from Stuart Chrisrie. 

Break for lunch. 

CRmCISAlS OF ‘FREEDOM* 

The Afternoon session started calmly 
enough with more group reports. 

Then followed (he first of the major 
rows which marred this Conference, and 
which revealed alarming antagonisms 
within the AFB. On this ivccaston it was 
Freedom which came under very 

severe attack. Fn particular, an absent 
comrade was subject to some unpleasant 
back biting and described as ‘bureau¬ 
cratic dcadwood' on the one hand and 
‘totally uninterested in the Amrchiat 
movement* on the other. However, con¬ 
fidential information was divulged to 
Conference which revealed that ihe com¬ 
rade in question bad achieved something 
little short of miraculous which will 
greatly bcticfit the AFU in general and 
Freedom Press in particular. This neatly 
turned the flank of this attack* hut it 
seemed that most people were dissatisfied 
with the content of HtiiiiDOM and the 
edilciT^ were told bluntly w^hat sort of 
article wias to go in instead. Just who 
was to write these new dynamic features 
was not made clear. Tt would he as well 
to bear in mind that a Freedom Press 
editor exploded a minor bombshell him¬ 
self when he revealed that the 62 groups 
which comprise the AFB only sell 500 
copies of FREEDOXf between tbem^ 
Fingers out, comrades!!! 

When the air had cleared somewhat. 
Conference turned reluctantly to the in¬ 
evitable problems of the function of an 
anarchist group, and the question of 
national organization. Great emphasis 
was laid on the necessity of groups in- 

LETTER 

Marriage 
or Free Union P 

Dear t'omrades* 

I had meant to writej^ou someihipg 
nVjcrtiT-TTiai nugem TrTffojccled article on 
the social bases of anarchism, but Pete 
Raymond's letter has .stung me into 
replying, as I was recently married. 1 am 
one of the worst offenders for I had 
both religious and slate ceremonies. But 
neither ceremony do we regard as binding 
or giving us permission to sleep or have 
children together. The state ceremony 
was pure expediency* my wife is Dutch 
and this was the only way to stop the 
Home Office harassing her. As for the 
other. I can only say that the particular 
religious group 1 meet with is excep¬ 
tionally libertarian and pul no pressure 
on us to gel married although we were 
living together, 

Pcic Raymond's most serious argu¬ 
ment* concerning discrimination against 
iJlegiiimate children, breaks down when 
applied to other forms of discrimination, 
e.g- that against junkies, ex-prisoners* 
etc. I don't see why i should push lllcgr- 
limacy on my kids any more than I 
should push heroin. 

Anarehists say there are sexual icla- 
(ionships of varying intensity and dura¬ 
tion and this is all there is to it, but 
contraception, by increasing our freedom, 
makes possible a disLinction bciwceo an 
anarchist marriage and other forms of 
sexual relationships. Marriage is whLm 
you desire to have kids. For the kids' 
welfare you would have to be pretty sure 
Ebai this was a ijtable and really good 
relationship. But anarchists arc inclined 
to say that ibiii decision concernii no one 
else; ibai.v (rue, but having made it a 
lo! iif people are going Bp be glad that 
you have made U. ff you have any real 
friends they are going to bo interested 
in your deeiaion. for it'v not an easy 
decision to make. It requireti consider' 
able cxpencnci.- of woman relationships 
tu know one that will take that strain. 
Hut it's good news and Jl cullv for a 
cilebration or a party amongsi your 
community, your free association, your 
friends. 

And also you are going lo need the 
active assistance when you have children, 
to baby sit for you, help in their cducn- 
tion, look after them when you go lo 
jail, Of even if (be relationship breaks up. 

We believe that free assuciuttoris of 
friendhi can replace all oilier insritutiuns 
and a marnage penty or celebration can 
be ol real value in defining such a group. 
Bringing kids into the world can he » 
gesluro of faith in the mutual aid of your 
comrades. 

Pi TLk lA/MSt JfiN 

Anna Mtiixii 


Stigating their own ac*t^ity. mainiaining 
Their own existence* itfld extending their 
own inffuence without the help of any 
central body whatsvwvtL but your corre- 
spofidcjit pointed out ih^tt all hough a 
national secretariat with mil any rank and 
file would be an atiS^fdtiy, now that 
there are over 60 grm'Pt* in the country 
(perhaps*) some sort clearing house- 
information scrvicc-pr^JPaganda stoekpHc 
would be of considerable value to pro¬ 
vincial groups who often feel very 
isolated and who may be totally lacking 
in equipment to produce tbeir own pro¬ 
paganda. ft was generally agreed that a 
circulated list of syffjpathciic printers 
prepared to handle anarchist p<istcrs and 
leaflets would he a veiy useful thing and 
the Cardiff delegate otfered to attempt lo 
provide one. 

h was obvj 0 us frflUi the d i scuss ion 
that four delegates had discussed the 
possibility of a natioRul secretariat with 
the rest of the groups and were totally 
unprepared to offer iny financial sup¬ 
port for such a project. This apparent 
unconcern for all itefus on the agenda 
was further dcmonslfated on Sunday 
when it was revealed that although the 
Lewisham group had circulated their 
leaflet, 'A Comrihuiinn to Libertarian 
Discussion' to all 62 groups, a whole 
fortnight before the Conference* nobody 
lind even read it* let alone been man¬ 
dated to object to or approve of specific 
points! Some group iecreiaries are not 
doing their jobs properly and it is up to 
rank and file memberi to bring them up 
to scratch! 

RELAriONS WITH NO AN ARC HIST 
ORCANLSAnONS 

The Sunday momitig opened with a 
discussion of our reEatjonships with other 
groups and the .storitclouds began to 
gather. Conference wa& cordial to S’WF, 
hostile tf> CND and the Young Liberals, 
and sceptical of the London Libertarian 
Federation, Ad Hoc Committee. Finally 
the subject of Vietnam* the VSC* and the 
proposed October demnnstralion was 
broached and a second! major row began. 
As someone who took a prominent part 
in the disciisston I fed unqualified to 
discuss it objectively. However, it is 
quite clear that some anarchists are in 
complete disagreement with others on 
this issue and it must he faced squarely 
and Argued out. The tWo sides can't both 
be ri^t. However, this is not the place 
for discussion* and after a great deal of 
heated argument it must be recorded that 
on a straw vote Conference carried the 


following resolution by 21 votes to 12 
with several abstentions: 

\ , , That Conference urge the non- 
participatron of the Anarchist Federation 
of Britain in demonstrations organized 
by the VSC* and that in future they 
organize their own demonslratiOn.s on the 
subject of Vietnam.' fD Eoulson.) 

A second resolution put by Digger 
Walsh that ‘Conference request all anar¬ 
chist groups rol to carry banners when 
in attendance on VSC denionsi rat ions’ 
was carried by 22 votes (o 15, again with 
many abstentions; and a third resolution 
by Peter Neville to the effect that anar¬ 
chists organize their own demo the day 
before the big October one got only 10 
votes for* 5 against and massive absten¬ 
tion. 

Conference then adjourned for an 
excellent lunch of bowls of scousc and 
bread and cheese, provided by our hosts 
from Liverpool* who did a fine job of 
organizing the Conference, and providing 
sleeping accommodation and social enter- 
lainmeni. We then heard the first busi¬ 
ness of the afternoon* a report from 
Digger Walsh on the internationaJ situa¬ 
tion, It was encouraging to hear of n 
growing liaison with French comrades 
beyond the pale of the FAF and who 
approved of the British attitude to 
Carrara. This last was next on the 
agenda* hut did not arouse much dis¬ 
cussion* mainly because of the very full 
coverage already given in pRECDOXf* 

Unfortunately the next item—concern¬ 
ing trade unions^id* and again empha¬ 
sised a serious division in anarchist 
ranks. After much fruitless discussion 
between those who urged anarch is lv to 
join trade unions and those who bitEcrly 
disagreed, the subject was finally dropped 
and Conference got itself in an even 
worse mess when it was persuaded despite 
sound advice to Ehe contrary from two 
comrades to discuss two leaflets, one 
from the Lewisham Anarchists, and one 
from the Black Flag group. This second 
leaflet attacks H individuals by name^ 
several others by implication, three 
periodicals and two or^nizations* As 
might be expected certain individuals at 
the Conference objected strongly and a 
great deal of heated debate took place. 
As a result, the Conference ended on a 
sour note* and with the feeling that there 
are more quarrels in the offing. Let's 
hope all present follow the advice of 
those who say we should concentrate on 
putting down the .State and not fellow 
comrades. 


A Message Demonstrators on Oct. 2T 

March With Us! 

WE WONT BE MARCHING in support of Ho’Chi-Minh on Sunday, 

^ October 27. Wc will be murching for sure that day in the London demonstration 
on Vietnam, hm in support of the Vietnamese people—not in adulation of the 
Sialfnisl hack who heads the North Vietnam government and dictatorship 
We will be marchmgito denounce the American government and its war machine, 
Wc will he marching to denounce the war itself and the manner in which the 
American military are; carrying it out* Wc will be marching to denounce the 
corrupt gang of the .vdf-constituted Saigon regime who make millions out of the 
suffering of the Vietnamese people. We will be marching to denounce the British 
government for its complicity in this war* for aiding and abetting its American 
counterpart, if only (for practical reasons) on a minor scale. We will be marching 
for all these reasons and our placards will say so. 

But wc won't be shouting Ho. Ho* Ho-Chi-Minh', or anything like iL for the 
simple reason that we icfuxe to give an ounce of fraternal feeling to a man and a 
politicii! sel-up which murdered our fellow Leftists in Vietnam (in 1946^ which 
consistently supported the purges* frame-ups. trials and executions of Communist 
Party members (during the Stalinist era) and which came out in open support of 
the invasion of Czechoslovakia a few weeks ago. 

Wc will denounce the American ‘presence’ in Vietnam. Wc will denounce the 
Russian ’presence' in fikfCchoslovakia. 

We know that, in the present circumstances * we are duty bound to give our support 
to tho.se who are fighting the militaiy' struggle against the American war machine in 
Vietnam. *Some even Ihink it legitimate to call for ‘Victory for the Vietcong*. 
Rut none of us are going to shut our eyes and, by saying nothing else* support 
Ho-Chi-Minh and the Jitalinm politics be represents. 

We arc for a Vietnam run by freely constituted workers and peasants councils and 
a Vietnam in which there is freedom of speech* of assembly* of organisation and of 
dissent. Tins is why wc will be marching on October 27. It is for that we will 
be marching. 

We are also for equally free institutions in Britain* in the world over, and in 
f:zechoslovakia too. Ihiit is what we mean by 'socialism’* ’anarchisn:!', or whatever 
we like to call the free* classless society we w-ant lo see built. And ihui is why wc 
refuse to take the easy way out, lo keep our mouth.s shut on this demonstration in 
(he 'mterests of unity', 4 'unity' which would make us appenclagcs of Stalinism and 
tools, stooges, acL-un\pliccs* apologists for dictatorship and murder from Vietnam (o 
rzeclioutkivakia and heyond 

If you agree with uti join the groups, organisations and individuals marchtng 
behind oiii licml biinner: the banner of the Tinited Ltbertarian Groups'.* 

foio us in nuiichinil beneuth the red flags of socialism and live black flags of 
anarchisni and with placards that mean what they say. 

11 you agree with us* ynuF place is with usf 
Mareli with us in our contingent on Ocloiber 27. 

Assembie on Victoria Embankment (near 
Cleopatra^s Heedie} 1.30 p.nt. October 27 

Published by the ‘Dniled Libertarian Groups’, c/o Express Printers, M4a Whitechapel 
High .Sireet* l.oiidon, L L 

i be abme is avadlhle as a leaflet from the above address at 25/- a 1,000, 

*Thc United LibcrtafjatJ Groups' arc a lUimhcr of Anarchist* .Syndicalist and 
I ihcriurian Socialist oqtanixaiions and bodies working logcihei on home and 
iniernational affuifS’ J^etc i.s a liaison committee on which the various groups 
arc represented. 


FIFTH COLUMN 


firery State 
a Warfare State 

FpHE LAffr war— particularly if you 
were born during it—ri the best 
starting ptunt for a discussion of 
anarchist theory. Before 1939 there had 
been a number of political systems which 
weic miliiary in character and which 
depended on constant military success: 
after 1945 the industrially advanced 
section of (he world wa.s revealed as 
one massive warfare state. 

In the eighteenth and nineteenth cen¬ 
turies war was, as always, an important 
activity of the state. Bui while armies 
fought battles, men died* generals won 
victories and dukedoms, territory and 
colonies changed hands—the mass of 
ordinary people remained unafFeuted, If 
you were unlucky enough lo find your¬ 
self in the army or in a village captured 
by the enemy you met the harsh reality 
of war. If not you followed (he for¬ 
tunes of your side as people now sup¬ 
port foothaJl feam.s—perhaps with less 
cnihusiasnt if soldiers had been billeted 
in your town. 

The 1914-1915 war saw cavalry re¬ 
placed by tanks* ihc use of poison gas* 
rhe development of the airplane as a 
weapim. Millions died and so did ihe 
idea of war as an 'unhappy far-off 
thing'. As bombs fell on cities and pas¬ 
senger ship-S were sunk, as factories were 
swilchcd to arms production and women 
hired to work through the night- -and 
as men were conscripted all over Europe 
to die in the trenches—war came into 
the lives of the mass of the people for 
the first time- 

For nearly 20 years after the first 
world war there was, formally* peace 
in Europe. During this time regimes 
came to power which were clearly mili¬ 
tary in two senses: they aimed at terri¬ 
torial conquest abroad; they imposed 
a system of government based on mllt- 
tar>' principles at home. 

The response of the liberal democra- 
de$' lo the totalitarian regimes of 
Germany, Italy and Russia was con¬ 
fused. The Left was clear and undivided 
in its opposition to Narism and Fascism; 
the Right saw Communism as the work 
of the dcfvil, Bui many on the left weL 
corned Joe SiaBn a.x an ally and their 
right-wing counterparts saw Hiticr and 
Mussolini as bulwarks against Com¬ 
munism. Others saw the similarilieii 
between the three totalitarian regimes 
and considered them essentially different 
from the liberal democracies** 

After its Spanish dress rehearsal the 
last war bc^an. Conservatives, Liberals 
and nearly all Socialist! saw it as a 
defence of democracy against Nazism 
and Fascism, The Communists—when the 
Soviet Union was attacked—saw it also 
as a defence of Socialism. 

Millions of dead bodies later the 
Soviet Union and the Western powers 
carved up Europe between them: demo¬ 
cracy' and socialism had triumplied. But 
the war had two simple and related 
featuries: the winning of it involved the 
use of totalitarian methods; the end of 
it brought 'democracy' and ‘socialism' 
face to face in a military^ confrontation 
which has lasted until now. 

As German airplanes had systematic¬ 
ally attacked cities like London and 
Coventry in an attempt to destroy simuL 
taneously the industrial power of the 
country and the morale of its people* the 
RAF rained bombs on Dresden and 
Hamburg. The Americans* with the 
approval of their allies, dropped atomic 
bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki; 
demonstrating to the world that the 
liberal democracies could kill more 
people with one bomb than anyone else. 
In the last war the difl'crences between 
the countries of the mdusirrari- ' - 
vanced section of the world went up , 
smoke, 

Jn the cold war* which began as soon 
as the last war ended* democracy and 
socialism have confronted one another 
with the same threats and the same 
weapons Suppiirl for Fascist regimes in 
the We.si* suppression of rebel regimes 
in the East; nuclear tests and the threat 
of nudear war from both sides. In the 
West decisions—such as that by the 
British Governmem to manufacture the 
atom bomb--have bypassed even the 
formal machinery of dcrntteracy. 

In the posi-war world any political 
theory must begin from this fact: that 
the modem industrial slate is ai war 
and as such is necessarily totalitarian. 
II do not suggest that war is the single 
cause of all that is objeerionable in the 
stale; but war is dearly both its most 
objectionable activity — and the one 
which has had the strongest influence 
upon il*) If wc object lo war and 
totalitarianism we must reject the 
modern state itself. 


Loifdott, NWA 
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Unofficial Shikes 
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Two Down, 


I EADER WRITERS IN THE 
^ National Press are having a 
field day in their condemnations of 
imoflicial strikes. Of course this is 
nothing new and. as in the past, the 
impression is creFitcd that by taking 
such action the Vholc country' is 
being held to raosoml Most writers 
do not even bother to find out whai 
are the real issues involved and 
usually describe unofficial strikers as 
‘selfish' and not caring for the public 
interest. Yet surely these same ‘sel¬ 
fish' strikers form a part of that 
public, the mass of which have to 
sell their labour lo obtain a living. 
As such, it seems reasonable that at 
certain times the members of this 
public have to take action to further 
their interests. 

However, the leaders in the 
National Press are not meant to 
serve the interests of the general 
public, bin those of the hands that 
feed them, namely the employers, 
the Government and the Slate. The 
Press also gives the impression that 
unofficial strikes lake place in this 
country' only, but this is obviously 
far from true, for a glance at the 
figures for strikes in different coun¬ 
tries usually puts American workers 
at the top of the league. 

Another myth created by the 
Press is that British workers are 
work-shy and lazy and workers in 
other couniries. usually Germany, 
are held up as examples to emulate- 
TTiis is ridiculous, because 1 have 
been told by German workers that 
they are told that the British work 



Contact Column 

Thji GoJumn exists for mutual aid, 
DoiuiUcmi laiRards coM of typ««rtttnB 
will b« welcome. 


of IjOic and RcadiDgs 

by DennU Gould at the Angd 
Hold. Grantham, Lincs.t October 19, 
7,30 p.m. 

Harta^^ Anarchist Fed, need speakers for 
indoor public meetings. Any oilers 
to; GeofT Hardy, 6 Redricks Lane, 
Harlow, Please state which evening 
you would prefer. 

Meeting at Val & John Funnel!. 
10 Fry Road. October 19, B p.m. 
—Dermot Crist: Techniques of 
Guerilla Warfare'. 

tJp light with tlu- draft! Call Support, 
27M A99A. Monday-Friday, 6.30 to 
Hj. 30 p.m. 5 Caledonian Road, N.l. 

Oclobty' 27. Accommodation Inquiries 
to Chris Broad, 116 Tyncham Road, 
S.W.Il tBAT 4086). Akso offers of 
accommodation. 

EJ.,W. FHuntieriU please contact Bob 
Blakeman, 116 H4issan Street, New¬ 
castle. Staffs, 


Anurchi'vf iiuFvIKlierK need working 
managerfessj to take full charge of 
office, circulation and distribution 
Modest salary and some volontiiry 
help offered. Box 


Wiiiiii-d; Girl to look after 2 f-mali ehff' 
drtn. West Hampstead Box No. 21. 
SiiiuJI rorini iZ beds) available for short 
lets. Use of kitchen, halhroom, gar- 
den. Lit. 5 minv Mill Hill liasf 
sldiion. £3 per wed. King J IN 6yS4 
Elliot AiMciiiiatioij, Non-vjoU-ni protest 
ogainsi Vietnam complicity Inha 
mat ion, Wendy But Jin 340 2661 
Turkisli Trurislalor urgently wanted f-on^ 
tULl FteediUn J^resH 
your urriii|ii ready fur October 27? 
Mags, banners, etc. made to order. 
DctaiK liiirn: Haiiel McGee, 42 Fen- 
darves Street, Beiicun, (amborne. 
C oniwulf 

I iiiUcd Ltherlurtaii Ciroups. Business 
meeting and wurMng gioup rpiistei*. 
placards Mr Ocli^bL-r denioiifilnil 1011 } 
Sunday, October I f. A ji rn. K4a 
Whiteehaiiel ifigh Sllreel, j;.U 
llirmrrtghiim Distiissirin Mcetitrgs, I mvs 
days at 7.30 pm Venue usually tU 
The Cnmn, t orporaiion .Streel Fur¬ 
ther infi^rmation from Peter Neville, 
CO Peace Action Centre, Tacliiry 
Road, Birmingham, 19. fS.A.r ) 
Tlie Cryju, 242 Lancaster Hiiad. W 11 
October 16, I.ondon Film Makers' 
Co-op, K p.m. prompt, 2/6 

ir you wbdi to Eiiu4f coDfjicI let us kttim. 


harder than ihey do and that tlicy 
should copy us. 

IN PRINCIPLE 

While the Press attacks strikes, 
and unofficial ones in particuhir, 
they arc always careful to defend 
the right to strike in principle, 
though it should be the last resort. 
But who is to decide when ihai 
point is reached? For the Press it 
would never come, for they would 
always find sonic new avenue of 
negotiation lo reconimcnd rather 
than hall production. They are all 
for strikes in principle as long as' 
you do not slop work. 

Of course, if they really wrote the 
truth then their position would be 
ihe same as that of Communisl or 
Fascist dictatorships. In the past 
they reserved most of their venom 
for unofficial strikes by workers em¬ 
ploy ed in public services, but nowa¬ 
days it is the car workers who are 
the main target. This is not because 
the Press think that busmen and 
rail way men are more justified in 
taking industrial action, but because 
usually they have little or no effect 
on the economy. On the other hand, 
a strike at Ford's does, for the whole 
economy of the country is now 
geared to the ups and downs of the 
car industry and it is no accident 
that the recent unofficial strikes have 
again brought forward a number of 
schemes, all designed to curb the 
right to strike. 

At one time, the reason given for 
curbing strikes was that the country 
needed essential services, many 
countries have jusi such legislation, 
but now the argument is that indus¬ 
try (especially the car industry) has 
become so integrated and autoniated 
that a handful of men on strike can 
cause disruption and affect the eco- 
in .a very:, short timc._ Tt js 
always the overseas customers who 
might get fed up with late deliveries 
and switch lo the products of an- 
olher country, but the charge of 
lack of patriotism is only levelled at 
the people who actually produce the 
goods and net at Ihe car manufac¬ 
turer who opens up a new factory 
on the Continent or orders Japanese- 
built ships. 

PROFIT 

However, ihe state of Ihe economy, 
the balance of payments and lost exports 
have nothing to do with the social needs 
of this country. Goods are produced 
with only one object in mind, that of 
profit. If they serve a need, then this is 
purely incidental as far as the indus¬ 
trialists are concerned. While there is a 
market for their goods more men are 
recruited, as Ford's are doing at the 
moment, but when the cars are piling up 
in the showroom*, production is cut and 
workers arc sacked. 

IndustrialisU are always on the alert 
for openingii to curb the strength of the 
trade unionists and with the present 
boom in the car industry, car manufac¬ 
turers aie putting pressure on the 
Government lo fegislate against unoflicia) 


TkLD AGE, Ihe wife, the kids, fear 
^ of the vack. are nil excuses pul by 
scabs during u iJivpnto. Anyihiiiy, raiher 
lhan risk upsctling ibe 

But there is no excuse Tor scabberyl 
All ton many jusI causes liavc hceu 
-vabf staged and woil.ci?- livuiiluuidv 
ruined by the selfish action?! of Ihe v.ab 
Fhat ill why the Noiih Wcsl EuiuLige 
drivers were nghl to saiuifiige .i ah 
veil ides, winch were breaking (heir ^Irikc 
last week t he drivers, wlm are striking 
agattiai 'spy in cab' meters designed io 
rccutd details of I heir jounicvs, are said 
to liave slashed anil let down the lyres 
of sonic 2U udd heavy lorries in Man- 
(.’bcvicr. smaiibed lEic windscreen of a 
new tanker at Sale: riiined ihe hnikcs 
and rerTMived ihe iriiilcr pin of another 
truck in Vork shire; nnd a I tluM one firm 
even saw fii m protect ils scabs with 
AlHatiun guard dogs 
This wc?ekcnd. the Strike secmi U> be 
spreading, and mdu.strmfisU and gurages 


strikes. They arc proposing fines to be 
deducted at sourcei‘>r strikers who break 
agreonients or i^uiion-cmploycr proce- 
dttres for settling disputes. 

Mr. Havics. the Director-Gen era I of 
the Confederation" of British Industry, 
has recently spokfi^ on the policy on 
strikes of this or^misation which was 
put forward to the.po^ovan Commission. 
Their proposals wire that the Registrar 
of I radc Unions of Industrial Relations 
Commission should press for the inclu¬ 
sion of rules for trade unions which 
would discourage imofileiai strikes. Those 
unions who did nothing lo prevent these 
strikes would bej removed from ihe 
register. With m eye on the car industry, 
they say the IRQ^hould decide on the 
sectors of industry^ in which compulsory 
negotiating procedures should be intro¬ 
duced. If no S^^^racni is reached 
voluntarily, then oW should be imposed. 

Whether or nfll the Governments 
lorthcoming Whiw Paper on industrial 
relations will contain legal sanctions re¬ 
mains to be seen,*.but recommendations 
on voluntary proc^Pre will be included. 
Although pressure for some form of 
legal sanction agginst unofficial strikes 
is building up, many employers and 
members of ihe Government are aware 
that such a step would do more harm 
than good. But m have seen, as with 
immigration, hovf easily the Wilson 
Government k si^npeded. 

LET OFF THE HOOK 

As far as vvoiktrs are concerned, the 
right to strike should be defended at all 
times. When it is invoked, it is, as Rudolf 
Klein describes it^' in the Observer, the 
only time that workers participate in the 
decision-making process and "may be 
their most effccliTij^ way of making sure 
their views an? heard by the manage- 
menT. Certainly a great number of wor¬ 
kers would agree with this, for it is their 
ukiniate weapon, for redressing any 
grievanees and, as such, should be safe¬ 
guarded. 

Workers will not find their national 
leaders defending unoflkial strikes, for 
even with the n%ial one in the offing, 
these leaders are jjiying to be let off the 
'hook, as Hugh'^c^mion imti lack juuirs 
of the AEF and T & GWU, have done 
this week. Many of those affected by 
the engineering Strike are showing a re¬ 
luctance to take ^Tt. This is not sur¬ 
prising when one considers how many 
limes the rank arid file have been led up 
ihc garden path, [only to return with a 
pittance, when an unofficial strike can 
achieve far belter results. 

Many imde dnion officials. Labour 
MPs and the TBC are against the un¬ 
official strike for they serve capitalism 
in the role of disciplinarians and their 
main job is to keep the union members 
quiet rather than serving their interests. 
From the Anarchist standpoint, the un¬ 
official strike indicates that workers see 
through these lexers and arc acting for 
themselves. Once workers arc aware of 
this strength, the trade union bureau¬ 
crats will be out pf a job along with the 
employers. To avoid thrs> these bureau¬ 
crats would support legislation against 
unLjfficial strikes. In common with all 
freedoms, the only safeguard of the right 
to strike is to i^ercisc it and the only 
answer to anti-strike laws is strikes. Gas 
workers and dockers knew what to do 
in 1950 and 1951 and the answer remains 
Ihc same in 1%8, 


ill ihe North report shortages of fuel 
oil and pelrol On Friday, pkkeis at 
Partington, near Maiichesiur, 'locked in’ 
80 pel nil Pit] ken a I ihe Shell Mc\ and 
111* depoi Strike cluiirmfiii Bill Axon 
said in view' of iheir success sirikers 
will lake .vinnliir acliori at other dcpnis. 
Already Bie strike involves xouie J.tltlB 
men aiid last Friifii^ a call wcui mn 
fiMiu a mass mettliiig of drivei 'i fo ex I end 
ihe stopinige In Liuidon, ihc Midlands, 
and Sen I la rid 

Ific SI like j.s urbanised hy the North 
West 1 raoiipon piivcis' Action fSroup. 
riio blokes' union, Ihc i & G is not 
supjvjiliug the sirikc, even though it 
h agnnist the * 4 py iricici'i' ilscff. 

Support for the si like seertn he 
growing fast, a^d the Mnnrfic.vn'r Eveth 
mff AViv.t is sngj{ir?iting that things could 
get had for ifij bos.'ies if Ihe strikers 
coni in no guiiiin| support ai I heir present 
mie. 

Nou n I Wtmgi HSi. 


One to Go 


W E HAVE JUST witnessed the second 
of this year's jamborees, the third 
is due to start next Wednesday. The one 
that has just finished is the most farcical 
of the Jot. 

Up until Hugh Gaitskcirs Tight and 
Fight Again' Conference, it was ihe 
Labour Party's proud boast that their 
Annual Conference meant something. 
Whilst no one really -.believed this, the 
fact had never been exposed until 
GaitskelL 

This year's Conference should have 
shattered all illusions. The party in 
power is the Parliamentary Labour Party 
and the ‘Conference' is a social gathering 
where one lets off steam during the day 
time and stokes up again at night for 
the following day. On reflection it would 
be more true to. say that the Cabinet 
is the power, with the Parliamentary 
Parly as well-trained voting cattle. There 
have been some rogues among the cattle 
hut these will get less as the General 
Flection draws nearer. 

I fie iughlight of the Conference was 
the economic debate'where ititf^fatronn 
received a trouncing. This is always a 
good morale booster for the rank and 
file delegates, particularly at such an 
early stage of the Conference. It gives 
them a sense of power for the rest of 
the week. What in fact did the defeat 
of the platform mean? Precisely 
NOTHING* Wilson knew which way the 
vote would go, in one respect the 
adverse vote could be to his advantage. 
Here was the Prime Minister putting his 
country first, proving that he wa.s not 
willing lo pander to the emotionalism 


T^HE CASE for mass demonstrations 
^ against unemployment and the 
Trecice' is one that the Anarchist move¬ 
ment can no longer ignore. 

llie number of unemployed now 
stands at well over 600,000. This figure 
is bound to rise as winter approaches. 
Meanwhile those who are able to work 
have their wages 'frozen' by a 'Socialist 
Government. Needless to say, this dii- 
graceful situation is actively assisted by 
the money baronii wlnxsc profits continue 
to rise, 

A concerted attempt to unite the 
Trozen' workers and the unemployed 
miuit be made to present the l-aboni 
novLTnmeiit with a common front, 
.Above all else, what must be blocked 
i.s the nilempi hy the Fascists and I'ories 
1(1 make poliitcal capital out of the wor¬ 
kers' billerncss. 


Keep it Up! 

FlNANnAt. VIAl'EMLNT 
FftBiiiuted Expenses: 

4ff necks at £911? £3,611(1 

lit entile: Suites imhI Siihs,: £3,66(1 
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PRESS FUND 

l.oiiiloiii 1.1 H 2t : UolverliilinpBiii: 
J K.W ' 2/-: JJ .* .?/- linve: B P. 7/ : 
Liiiiiirk: ITT. 2/10: Scveiioaks: AT. 3/-; 
Piiniypiiul: f lT 4,-: Dnncdiii: G,FR 4/-; 
IJiiculii: J.W. 5..-; Heswall: G.J.D 5/-; 


of the rank and file of his Party. This 
.should show the fioating voters he meant 
business, that he was boss and not willing 
to pander to the trade unions. After alt 
he has at least another eighteen months 
to buy their support back. 

The fact of the matter is neither Jen¬ 
kins nor Barl^ara Castle received a 
hostile reception. After all it is not the 
Frank Cr>usins and Hugh Scanlons who 
poke the leaflets through the doors at 
election limes, it is the Joe Soaps. Frank 
and Hugh can always make militant 
speeches any time. 

The rest of Conference was blotKiyl 
To say the least, even the word Socialism 
which is an abortion was barely men¬ 
tioned., 

The so-called left wing MPs did not 
gel a smell of the Executive seats, in 
fact their votes decreased. Where is (he 
left wing support? One hopes that it has 
at last realised the fallacy of the Labour 
left wing facade and is genuinely seek¬ 
ing an alternative to parliamentary 
politics. 

coirscicnce of the ConservaUve Party, 
Differences, if one can discover them, 
are just a matter of degree and per¬ 
sonalities. Wilson is a clever politician; 
he makes Heath look like a first-year 
student of politics, and that's about the 
depth of the party political game. 

The separate Party jamborees will be 
enacted every year, meaning Jess and less 
as the years roil by, but the State will 
remain and through its apparatus control 
the life of Joe Soap: therein lies the 
real enemy. Bill Christopher. 


A practical step which can be taken by 
groups is; going to the local labour 
exchange on dole day and agitating 
among the unemployed about Govern¬ 
ment policies and aims; the social 
security benefits to which they are en¬ 
titled. and k>cal demos and campaigns. 

Urgent steps should be taken now so 
as to be ready for the expected rise in 
unemployed which will be announced 
on the 21 St or 22nd of this month. 
Oemonst ratio ns and, campaigns every 
month should be organised so as to have 
a cumulative effect. 

RcvxdiJtton will bo brought a step 
nearer if the uncmployed and the wor¬ 
kers are united in opposition to the pre¬ 
vailing Goveinnienl and the inhuman: 
system of which it is part. 
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